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BULLETIN 
VOLUME XXXI 
June Alumni Day 
Alumni Day on June 4 saw many 
former students return to the campus 
for class reunions and the annual_ alumni 
banquet and meeting, presided over by 
Earl D. Flory '23 of Augusta County, 
son of D. C. Flory, founder of Bridge­
water. 
Dr. Paul H. Bowman '10, writer of 
the 75th anniversary history of the col­
lege was the banquet speaker. A standing 
ovation was given Dr. Bowman by the 
banqueters. Dr. Bowman served Bridge­
water as president for 27 years until his 
retirement in 1946. 
Alumni Award 
For his recent history and many other 
services to college, community, church 
and state, Dr. Paul Bowman was given 
TlH:: ctDuucd ctl'"YC. LC '.:t.11:r,r n·t:,. ,.[ 
the year." This is a walnut plaque with 
appropriate metal engraving. This was 
the 11th consecutive year in which this 
honor has been bestowed on an alumnus. 
The classes of 1915 and 1925 had 
the higher percentage of numbers in re­
union among those classes meeting this 
year. 
(Continued on Page 2) 
Mary Jane Cline Stoddard '26 of 
Staunton, first woman to be elected 
president of the Bridgewater Alumni 
Association. 
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Dr. Paul H. Bowman '.lR ri� forma Bri_dg_m,!S!:_.preside1:t, presen� fresi­dent arren D. Bowman <-U wtth tl1e manuscnpt of the new history of Bridge­
water College in readiness for the publisher. The presentation occurred at the 
annual alumni banquet on June 4 when Dr. Paul Bowman was honored as the 
"alumnus of the year." The history was a 75th anniversary project. 
New High In Gifts 
Gifts in cash and pledges to Bridge­
water College for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, I 955, totaled $168,670.33. 
Of this total amount 1215 alumni and 
students contributed $103,721.81 in this 
Diamoncl Jubilee year of the college. 
Both the total gifts and the response 
from the alumni represent new records 
of giving in any given year to the col­
lege. 
The previous best year in gifts was 
in 1952-53, the year in which the new 
science building was being constructed. 
Total gifts that year were $146,991.47. 
Of this amount, 852 alumni gave $59,-
223.68. 
For Gym 
Of all gifts contributed for the past 
year, $118,611.77 has been earmarked 
for the new health and physical educa­
tion building. Trustees have indicated 
that $300,000.00 must be on hand before· 
a decision to build will be forthcoming. 
Total gifts to the Development Pro­
gram since it was started for the 1950-
60 decade now total $591,999.51. The 
goal for the ten years is $1,400,000.00. 
A complete Diamond Jubilee Year Re­
port will be compiled in a special book-
Commencement Held 
The 75th commencement exercises of 
Bridgewater College on June 6 conferred 
baccalaureate degrees on 51 seniors and 
honorary degrees of Doctor of Laws on 
Colgate \N. Darden, Jr., president of the 
University of Virginia, and G. Tyler 
Miller, president of Madison College. 
Dr. Darden gave the commencement 
address to a very large audience. In 
arranging for the 75th anniversary corn­
mencement President vVarren Bowman 
pointed up the appropriateness of hav­
ing President Darden, since the founder 
of B-ridgewater, D. C. Flory, was an 
alumnus of that school as well as many 
other Bridgewater educators. 
Prof. Nelson T. Huffman's 75th an­
niversary music composition, "Praise To 
Bridgewater," was sung by the chapel 
choir and directed by Prof. Huffman. 
This music was first used at the 75th 
anniversary convocation in March. 
The trustees met in the afternoon and 
re-organized with the same officers for 
the corning year. I. C. Senger, Lin­
ville, is board chairman. 
let for release to all alumni in the early 
fall. 
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Guest Editorial 
Edi tor's note : 
The following editorial appeared in 
the Richmond Times-Dispatch on June 
4. A reprint appeared in the Daily 
News-Record editorial section the fol­
lowing clay. 
Bridgewater College's 
7 5th Anniversary 
"The seventy-fifth commencement of 
Bridgewater College today finds that 
flourishing institution in the Shenandoah 
Valley making an increasingly valuc,ble 
contribution to the educational life of 
Virginia. 
Bridgewater was the first coeducation­
al college to be established in the Old 
Dominion when it opened in 1880, with 
Daniel C. Flory as the founder. Bridge­
water ranks at the top a111ong private 
colleges in the Co111monwealth in the 
percentage of graduates who go into 
teaching (about 33 1/3%). Since 1913, 
Bridgewater has had a "simon pure" 
athletic policy, and while it has turned 
nut snme star athletes, it cloesn'1- give a 
single athletic scholarship, has never 
hired a professional coach, and is said 
to be "as pure (athletically) as any col­
lege in the nation." 
Its famous graduates range all the 
way from Dr. \/1/. T. Sanger, president 
of the Medical College of Virginia, and 
Dr. John \/1/. \,Vay land, noted historian, 
to Rev. Bob Richards, world's champion 
pole vaulter, and Raymond Bussard, Na­
tional AAU American all-round cham­
pion in 1952. 
Operated under the auspices of the 
Church of the Brethren, Bridgewater 
College has had close relations with the 
University of Virginia since its found­
ing, and the Jeffersonian doctrine of 
freedom of thought is e111phasizecl en 
its ca111pus. May it continue to grow 
and prosper during its next 75 years!" 
Scholarships Awarded 
The Alu111ni Senior Scholarship with 
a value of one hundred dollars has 
been awarded to Guy Wample1·, Jr., '56, 
a pre-ministerial student of Bassett, Va., 
and son of Rev. '23 and Mrs. Guy 
Wampler. 
This scholarship was established by 
the Alumni Association four years ago 
and is awarded by the faculty to a 
,enior student on the basis of high 
academic achieve111ent, good citizenship, 
and general 111erit. 
Young Wampler will be the fourth 
recipient, others being Romona Stauffer 
'55, Paul \,Vampler '54, and Freel 'v\lamp­
ler '53. 
Guy, Jr., is a brother lo Paul the 
1954 recipient. (Paul is reported to 
have led his freshman class at the 
Medical College of Virginia this past 
year with all A grades.) Freel \1\/ampler 
is also a student at the Medical College 
of Virginia where he has a splendid 
record. He is the son of Galen '25 and 
Virginia Fifer '26 'v\lamplcr of Linville. 
Augusta Scholarship 
The first awarding of the Augusta 
County Scholarship with a value of 
$200.00 has been 111ade to Rudolph A. 
Bush of 'v\laynesboro for the 1955-56 
session. Bush will be a junior. He is 
a 111odern language major and a music 
minor in his studies. 
This scholarship was created in 1954 
by the Augusta County Chapter when 
five thousand dollars was raised by the 
chapter for an endowed fund at Bridge­
water College to aid an Augusta County 
student. Primary consideration is given 
to need, character and worthiness. This 
scholarship is awarded by the faculty 
scholarship colllmittee. 
Alumni Holdings 
Besides the annual alulllni fund which 
tn recent years has been going to 
specific projects for the Development 
Program, the Alumni Association has 
other funds in custody. 
At the direction of the executive com­
mittee these assets are being published 
in the N ewsette at this time. 
An endowment account of $3,000.00 is 
invested in Blue Ridge Hall bonds yield­
ing four per cent interest annually. An 
additional fund of $575.26 ( as of June 
4) is held in a savings account at the
Planters Bank of Bridgewater. The
earnings of these accounts provide the
source for the $100.00 alumni senior
scholarship. The a!ulllni endowment
fund is of long standing.
Lodge Holdings 
In addition, there are $6,000.00 in­
vested in Blue Ridge Hall bonds that 
are earmarked for an alumni lodge 
project at sollle future elate. Supple­
lllentary to this is a lodge scivings ac­
count in the Bridgewater bank of $605.39 
(as of June 4). The interest of these 
funds is accumulating in the total lodge 
fund. 
The original lodge fund was raised 
more than ten years ago to provide 
space for an cilulllni office and alumni 
lodging facilities which did not exist at 
that ti111e. However, the college in its 
Expansion and Development Programs 
has made available a spacious suite of 
rooms in Founders Hall for the alumni 
office. Then, in Blue Ridge Hall, an 
alumni reception room and two guest 
rooms were allocated to the alu11111i when 
that unit was constructed in 1949. 
These roolllS have been furnished by the 
Alumni Association and are for the 
specific use of the alulllni. The guest 
June Alumni Day 
(Continued from Page 1) 
Woman President 
Mary _fane Cline Stoddard '26 of 
Staun:on was elected president of the 
Alumni Association succeeding Earl 
Flory Mrs. Stoddard is the first woman 
to be elected to this position since the 
organization 0£ the Association in 1899. 
Dr B. 0 Miller '23, Blacksburg, was 
chosen president-elect; and Ernest 
Spoerlein '33, Oakland, ]'vicl., vice-presi­
dent. Re-elect�d for another terlll were 
l\i[attie Glick '20 recording cecretary and 
John B. 'v\lamplcr '23 treasurer. Rufus 
B. King '36 continues as executi vc sec­
retary.
Directors Elected 
Seven 111elllbers of the 21-melllber 
board 0£ directors had terms expiring. 
New members elected were Sarah Dove 
Boaz '14 Dal, representing the Roanoke 
Chapter succeeding Dorothy Ikenberry 
Miller '26; Frank \l\lilliar '22 from the 
Baltimore Chapter succeeding Dr. Robert 
K. Burns '16; Norlllan Wagenschein 
'47x, Richmond Chapter succeeding J.
Albert \!\line '28x; Berkley 0. Bowman 
'24BR, Union Bridge, from the Carroll 
County, Mel., Chapter succeeding 0. P.
J cnes '25BR; 'vVendell Eller '48 was
seated from the Chicago Chapter replac­
ing Dr. 'v\lalter S. F1ory '28 of Boyce,
Va. Arlene Ringgold May '39 Timber­
ville, was re-elected as director-at-large.
The Mardela Chapte:- will select a suc­
c::-!;s:or th;s n,01-i.th to J. } 1f. P--'.)n!1c'.t '23 
who has served two terllls and is not 
eligible for re-election at this time. 
Robert Sherfy '34 of Harrisonburg 
was re-appointed to serve on the execu­
tive committee. Dr. J. M. Henry '03, 
Bridgewater, ts lhe second 2p•1ointed 
me111ber succeeding Nell Boi•nott '25. 
The Associ'ftion officers a:·e the other 
executive committee members making a 
total of eight. 
Directors' Luncheon 
The directors' luncheon earlier in the 
clay was well attended with 17 present. 
Reports from officers, a study of the 
feasibility 0£ continuing the B. C. Bee 
lo contributing alu111ni, plans for pro­
moting the Paul H. Bowman hislory of 
the college and other matters ahsorbed 
the attention of those present. 
The night program in Cole Hall was 
a musical variety progra111 11ncier the 
auspices of the lllusic department. 
Rev. Robert L. Thomas '47 has been 
named rector of the Christ Episcopal 
Churcl1 at Blacksburg, Va. In his new 
post l1e will be 111inister to the Episcopal 
students at Virginia Polytechnic Insti­
tute. Previously he was rector at Nor­
ton, Va. 
roo111s can accom111odate two counles 
overnight and are available to alu11111i at 
a fee of $1.00 per night, single, or $1.50 
ner cou•,le. Reservations may be made 
hy contacting the alumni office a few 
clays in advance. 
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Fall Sports Listed 
The Department of Health and Physi­
cal Education has released the follow­
ing fall sports schedule. Home foot­
ball games start at 2 :30 P. M. Coach 
Paul Gunsten, whose teams have shown 
up well in football the past few years, 
is expecting an even better season with 
an additional game this fall on the 
schedule. Homecoming is set for Oc­
tober 29 with Hampden-Sydney. 
Football 
September-
24 vVest Virginia \,Vesleyan 
30 Apprentice School ... Away 
October-
8 Shepherd College 
15 Randolph-Macon .... . 
22 Gallaudet .................. . 




11 Salem College (\/\I. Va.) 
Cross Country 
October-
? Washington and Lee 
14 William and Mary 
(Nodolk Division) 














4 Gallaudet-Randolph Macon ... Away 
11 Little Seven . . . . . . Home 
19 Mason-Dixon Conference .... Home 
late 
Coach Ruth Tandy's girls' tennis 
team gave her a clean slate of eight 
wins and no losses in spring competi­
tion, thus duplicating the record in win­
ter basketball with no losses. Tandy's 
teams su fferecl only two losses - those 
in hockey - out of 25 inter-collegiate 
game this past college year in the three 
sports. 
During the five years that Miss Tandy 
has served on the physical education 
staff at Bridgewater her varsity teams 
have made an amazing record. In the 
past four years of records available, 
she has had 78 wins, 13 losses, and 4 
tie games. In tennis only one match 
was lost in four years. 




B. C. 3 
B. C. 4 
B. C. 5
B. C. 4
B. C. 3 
B. C. 2
Lnychburg ......... 
Sweet Briar .......... 
Notre Dame . . 
Mt. St. Agnes ........ 
Lynchburg ............ 
Madison ............. 










Rev. Merlin E. Garber '34x is pastor 
of the Central Church of the Brethren, 
Roanoke, which recently dedicated a new 
$100,000 Christian education addition. 
Dr. Paul lVL Robinson '53, president of 
Bethany Biblical Seminary, holder of an 
honorary degree from Bridgewclter, gave 
the dedicatory address. 
Diamond Boys Win 
Danny Geiser's baseball team broke 
better than even this past spring with 10 
wins and 9 defeats. \/\fins over Juniata, 
his alma mater, and Randolph-Macon 
gave him the greatest satisfaction, from 
all appearances. 
Bridgewater was the only Virginia 
team that defeated Randolph-Macon in 
baseball this spring. Randolph-Macon 
won the state championship. 
Top batters for the Eagles were 
Charlie Kurtz '55, Staunton, at .462; 
Jim Moyers '58, Broadway, .393; and 
Owen \,Vright '58, Bridgewater, .370. 
Game results: 
B. C. 2 Appren'.ice ............... 6 
B. C. 11 William & Mary ......... 7 
(Norfolk Div.) 
B. C. 2 Baltimore Univ. .. . . . . . . . 5 
B. C. 8 Akron . . . . . . .. ........... 3 
B. C. 5 Akron . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
B. C. 6 Hampden-Sydney ........ 17 
B. C. 1 Randolph-Macon ........ 4 
B. C. 12 Shepherd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
B. C. 9 Juniata . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
B. C. 6 Baltimore Univ.) ....... 7 
(10 innings) 
B. C. 11 Hampden-Sydney ........ 12 
B. C. 10
B. C. 15 
B. C. 16
B. C. 8






. . . . 
.... 





B. C. 2 Lynchburg .............. 15 
B. C. 9 Loyola .................. 4 
B. C. 7 Loyola . .. . . . . . . . .. ' ..... 0 
I.Fo.dei.t) 
B. C. 0 Shepherd 7 
Total 
Runs 140 125 
Men's Tennis 
The 1955 tennis team had one of the 
better seasons in the history of the col­
lege with five matches won and seven 
lost in twelve matches. Paul Gunsten 
of the Department of Physical Educa­
tion was the coach. 
Results: B . .C
Hampden Sydney ......... . 
Towson Teachers 
American Univ . ........... . 
Catholic Univ. . .......... . 
V. P. I. ........ -.......... . 














v\/ashington and Lee J. Vs ... 8 
Randolph-Macon ........... 4 
Lynchburg ................ 7 
Loyola . . . ............... 2 
Randolph-Macon ....... . 
Individual scoring: 
Won Lost 
Dave ·Miller '57, Hagerstown . 7 5 
Mervin Trail '55, Cumberland .9 3 
Bill Shanklin '58, 
Beirut, Lebanon ........... 6 6 
Dennis Cummings '56, 
Roanoke ............... 10 2 
Bennett Miller '57, 
Washington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 8 
Ken Harper '57, Roanoke . 4 7 
Tracksters Do Well 
Doc Jopson's Eagle tracksters were in 
there pitching again this spring making 
things hot for opponents in victory and 
loss. Co-captains of the squad, Paige 
\/\Iii] '55 and Fred Pence '55, were out­
standing and set new Eagle records. 
\,\/ill broke records in one meet after 
another including the 440 against Lynch­
burg which he ran in 50.3 seconds, which 
bettered the Eagle record of Norman 
Seese which had stood for 17 years. 
Seese is now a dentist at Easton, Md. 
\/\lill also set a new outdoor record on 
April 16 at Roanoke for the 880 for 
an Eagle, running it in one minute and 
59.2 seconds, better the former 1 :59.6 
set in 1951 by Merle Crouse. Earlier in 
indoor winter meets Will set a Little 
Seven record for the 440 and a J\fason­
Dixon Conference record in the 880. 
Pence set a new Eagle discus record 
m the Mason-Dixon meet when he 
threw it 132 feet, 2 3/4 inches, breaking 
a mark of Eagle Hobart Bodkin '49, 
set in 1949, although Pence placed third 
in the meet. 
The track scores .were: 
B. C. 44; Roanoke 84.
B. C. 55 1/5; William and Mary,
Norfolk Div. 44 4/5 . 
Catholic Univ. Invitation : B. C. 47; 
Catholic Univ. 40; W. Md. 33; Loyola 
18; Towson 12; Gallaudet 5. 
Triple meet: B. C. 79; Shepherd 39; 
Gallauclet 32 . 
B. C. 59; Lynchburg 63. 
B. C. 49; Washington and Lee 82.
B. C. 48; Hampden-Sydney 74.
Little Seven: Roanoke 55; Hampden­
Sydney 39; B. C. 26; Lynchburg 19; 
Randolph-Macon 15; Emory Henry 0. 
Mason-Dixon: Roanoke 62 1/10; 
Hampden-Sydney 32; Catholic Univ. 23; 
B. C. 22 1/5. (14 schools participating.) 
Softball Champions 
A team of Eagle softball players 
journeyed to Richmond this spring to 
participate in the Fourth Annual Ama­
teur Softball Association Tournament 
and returned to the campus with a mce 
trophy and the championship. 
Fred Diehl stopped Washington and 
Lee 4-0 in a no-hitter in the final tour­
nament game. The previous clay Ray 
Shull pitched a two-hitter for the 
Eagles edging R. P. I. 2-1. B. C. also 
tripped V. P. I. 4-3 . 
Jesse W. Dillon '19x Dal, State 
i Treasurer of Virginia, has been ap-
1 pointed by Governor Stanley to the ad­
ditional post of Chairman of the State 
Compensation Board as of July 1. Mr. 
Dillon in accepting the latter office re­
signed his position as secretary of the 
Democratic State Central Committee for 
Virginia. The State Compensation 
Board post is regarded as a "politically­
powerful position" in Virginia political 
affairs. 
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Marriages 
T,Varren E. Seese '50 and Florence 
Galli February 5 at Upper Darby, Pa. 
At home: 4842 Roosevelt Blvd., Phila­
delphia, Pa. 
John B. Reynolds 'j2 and Marlene 
Newman April 9 at the Central Meiho­
dist Church, Blue Grass, Va. At home: 
Blue Grass, Va. 
Loretta Margaret Wilfong 'S4 and 
Roy Lee Simmers Ap, ii 9 at the Bridge­
water Methodist Church. At home: 
Bridgewater. 
Alton L. McDaniel '46x and Lucille 
Hamsteacl May 14 in the Farming'.on, 
Del., Church of the Brethren. At home: 
Federalsburg, lVId. 
Clyde Cu,rt·is Long '51 and Phoebe 
Louise Spitzer May 26 at Lethe Farms, 
Penn Laird. At home.: 601 Charlotte 
Ave., V\laynesboro, Va. 
Leroy Di ight Bornman, .Tr. '54 and 
Jacqueline Estelle Harris June 8 at the 
Lewis Street Church of the Brethren, 
Staunton, Va. At home: 1521 N. Au­
gusta St., Staunton, Va. 
Elinor Ann Aelstick '55x and John
Joseph Wine '55 June 11 at Madison, 
N. J. At home: 20 Madison Ave., 
Madison, N. J. 
Doris Ann :Craun '55 and John 
Ch.or/es Sliisser '57 June 11. At home: 
c/o E. B. Craun, Weyers Cave. 
Peggy .T ean Moore '55 and Charles 
A. Marks III June 12 at the Middle
River Church of the Brethren. At home:
Route I, Vhynesboro, Va. 
Doris Louise Niswander '55 and Ira 
Robert Albaugh, Jr., June 12 at the 
Union Bridge (Md.) Church of the 
Brethren. At home: 55 Benedum St., 
Union Bridge, Md. 
Al1110 Phibbs '55 and Otis Kitche11 '53 
Tune 18 at the Pulaski Church of the 
Brethren. At home: Washington, D. C. 
Dorothy V. Richardson '53 and Cecil 
Teates June 18 at the Miami (Fla.) 
Church of the Brethren. 
Pa,tricia Ann Seese '49 and Joseph 
Hawk Heiney June 25 at the Crummett 
Run Church of the Brethren, Sugar 
Grove, W. Va. At home: 14 Ruby 
St., Lancaster, Pa. 
Join.es Wolter Myers '50 and Betsey 
Jean Hensley June 25 at the Methodist 
Church at McGaheysville, Va. At home: 
McGaheysville. 
Ethel Stone '33 and George R. Koger 
July 1 at the Bassett Church of the 
Brethren. At home: Bassett, Va. 
Pi Delta Epsilon, national honorary journalistic fraternity is established on 
the Bridgewater campus in May. Front row, I to r, Benny Gunter '56, Bassett; 
Barbara Kelley '55, Dover, Del.; Edward E. McDonald, grand executive-treasurer 
of Pittsburgh who conducted charter ceremonies; Romona Stauffer '55, Bridge­
water; Rodman Layman '56, Blacksburg; Pasco Bowman '55, New Market; top 
row, Arthur \/\I. lVIcDaniel '53, Arlington; Prof. Robert Newcomb; Rufus B. 
King '36; Wallace Hatcher '45, Bassett; Prof. C. E. May '24; and Dr. Wm. E. 
Willoughby. Helen Wild '56 Wyoming, Del., and Ray Smith '56 Bassett, were not 
present for the picture. 
Patricia Mae .Tones '54 and Norman 
F. Lowe, Jr. July 2 at the Community 
Methodist Church, Arlington. At home: 
912 South Taylor St., Arlington, Va. 
Nancy Jmnne Helbert '50 and Thomas 
Clinton Linua1nood July .3 at tile ttar­
risonburg Methodist Church. At home: 
Fairfax, Va. 
Lee Benjamin Sheaffer '54 and Nancy 
Sue Anderson July 10 at the First Evan­
gelical United Brethren Church, Win­
chester. At home: Union Theological 
Seminary, Dayton, Ohio. 
Em·mett /;//oyfon.d Berrey '52 and 
Edith Graham Yarborough Cross July 16 
at the St. Mary's Episcopal Church, 
Gatesville, N. C. At home: Leesburg, 
Va. 
Mory E. Spangler '55x and David 
Garrett July 23 a.t the Oak Grove Church, 
Salem, Va. At home: Annapolis, Mel. 
Nancy Louise Draper '55x and Robert
Lewis Rhea '55 August 6 in Martinsville. 
At home: V-lashington and Lee Univ., 
Lexington, Va. 
B. Merle Crouse '52 and Jean Potter
August 13 at the Union Church, Green­
wood, :rvlass. At home: Bethany Biblical 
Seminary, 3435 V,,1, Van Buren St., 
Chicago, Ill. 
Maxine Ma;rgaret Mundy '55x and 
Lowell Elmer Ritchie '55 August 20 at 
the Harrisonburg Church of the Breth­
ren. At home: 3435 V-.1. Van Buren 
St., Chicago, Ill. 
Honorary Fraternity 
A chapter of Pi Delta Epsilon, na­
tional honorary journalistic fraternity, 
was established at Bridgewater in �fay 
'\.vith f0t..11·tccn churtct· n1cmbc1·s. 
The charter ceremonies were conduct­
ed by Edward E. McDonald, gr;mcl 
executive secretary-treasurer of Pitts­
burgh. 
Other national honorary fraternities 
on the campus are Tau Kappa Alpha 
in debating, Alpha Psi Omega in dra­
matics, and Chi Beta Phi in science. 
Deceased 
Perry F. Spitzer '81 
lfoth Shaver Williams 'OS 
Esther Diehl Glyco '23 
J. Albert Seese '13
Charles B. Ralston '93
Carl G. Petry '01 
Paul Cheeks '55x
Dr. Samuel P. Duke '46 
Walter L. Miller '21 
Clyde Shaver '13Dal
Huldah Engel Keith '99Dal 
Lertie R. Spitzer '03 
Albert N. Burgess '23
Mary F. Cline Wright '96x
Rebecca Catherine Scaggs Wampler 'IO 
Harry M. Strickler '02
Charles T. Houck, Jr. '5Sx
Paul E. Glick '52
Elsie Shickel '16Dal
Crissa Early Miller '04 
Chester H. Zirkle '06
Nettie Wright Whitmore '99
William E. Driver '96x 
Mattie Bushong Good '98
Ida E. Fry '94 
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Faculty Appointments 
Seven new appointments to faculty 
and administrative staff have been an­
nounced by President Warren D. Bow­
man for the session 1955-56. Three ad­
ditional ones are to be announced very 
soon. These appointments are replace­
ments for retirements and resignations 
plus re-adjustments in some departments 
due to increasing enrollment and a de­
sire to strengthen certain fields. 
Dr. L. S. Shively of Indiana, re­
tired head of the department of mathe­
matics at Ball State Teachers College, 
has been appointed professor of mathe­
matics as an .additional member of that 
department. Mrs. Warren Bowman who 
has been an interim part-time instructor 
will not be teaching in the coming ses­
s10n. 
M. Ellsworth Kyger '42 who will re­
ceive his Ph.D. in modern languages 
from Catholic University this fall, has 
been appointed assistant professor in that 
field. 
Calvin C. Berlin has been appointed 
assistant professor of history, an addi­
tion to that department following the 
retirement of Dr. J. M. Henry a year 
ago. Berlin has an A. B. cum laude 
from Mt. Union College in Ohio and 
will receive a Ph.D. from Indiana Univ. 
in the fall. Berlin is married and has 
three children. 
Wm. E. Barnett has been appointed 
assistant professor of sociology to suc­
ceed :E>r. Wm. \Yillongl,b Th lartcr 
will become professor of philocophy 
succeeding Dr. Gustav Enss who retired. 
Barnett is a graduate of the University 
of Richmond, has a master's degree 
from the Univ. of Virginia, and is a 
candidate for the Ph.D. degree in rural 
sociology at North Carolina State Col­
lege. He is married and has three 
children. 
C. Orman Spivey succeeds Katherine 
Currie, resigned, as instructor in music. 
He 1-olcls a B. Mus. degree from Hough­
ton College and a M.M. from Indiana 
Univ. 
Bonnie Kitchen of Hagerstown suc­
ceeds Lois Cupp, resigne'.1 , as collc,-,-e 
nurse. lVIiss Kitchen has an R.N. clc­
RTee from Washingt�1 · County Hospital 
in Maryland. 
Paul Phibbs succeeds his brother Ray­
Pl"nd as supcrintend�nt of buildings and 
grounds. Raymoni Ins resigred to ac­
cef)t a coveted Rockefellar Fellowship 
to study at Yale Divinity School. 
B etirements 
Dr. Marshall R. Wolfe, profesc.o r of 
Bibi�, and Dr. Gustav Enss, professor 
of philosophv, reached retiremrnt age at 
the encl of the 75th sessi,n. Dr. Fnss. 
however. has been asked to teach seven! 
of the German language courses in the 
coming year. 
Other resignations are Frances S. 
Silliman, associate professor of biology 
who had been on leave of absence for 
the past two years; Ruth S. Tandy, 
assistant professor of physical education; 
Henry So lanky of Bulsar, India; Chung Riew, Seoul, Korea; and Vasant 
Modak, Poona, India, (I to r) received their diplomas at the 75th commencement 
this year. Solanky, a member of the Church of the Brethren, will return to India 
to operate his father's farm. Riew will enter the University of ·wisconsin where 
he has a graduate scholar.,hip to pursue economics; Moclak plans to enter graduate 
school to study for foreign service. 
Full Enrollment 
Enrollment for the fall term is push­
ing the 500 mark. The residences and 
dining hall appear to be completely filled. 
As this goes to press a survey of the 
community is being made to house the 
overflow of students, especially men. 
Plans Ahead 
Colleges are being confronted with a 
great bulge of students in the immeclia te 
years ahead such as has never been ex­
perienced before. 
The trustees of Bridgewater in March 
adopted a goal to accommodate 750 stu­
dents by 1970 to help with this problem. 
This will involve additional plant, en­
dowment and staff such as a new men's 
dormitory, a library, health and physi­
cal education building (present fund 
project) and another girls' dormitory 
and faculty housing. 
Virginia Andes, part-time modern lan­
guage instructor; Galen R. Fahnestock, 
instructor in commerce; Margery Fike, 
instructor in home economics; and Kath­
ryn Widdowson, assistant dean of stu­
dents. 
Positions that are in process of being 
filled are in commerce, physical educa­
tion and a dean of women. 
Alumni News 
Virginia Flory Shaver '43 has accept­
ed a position in Japan for two years as 
a librarian for the Army Special Serv­
ices. She left for her position in April. 
Announcement of her appointment came 
from Charles C. Furman, Chief, Re­
cruitment Branch, Overseas Affairs 
Division, Army Library Program, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dr. Herman L. Horn '24 has been 
appointed di vision superintendent of 
schools for Roanoke County succeeding 
R. Douglas Nininger '28 who has re­
signed. Dr. Horn has a Ph.D. degree
from Duke University and has been as­
sociate professor of economics and his­
tory at Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 
Mr. Nininger, his successor in the Roa­
noke position, is retiring to look after
business interests in the Roanoke com­
munity.
Reuben L. Humbert '22 and Benjamin 
0. Miller '18, professors of economics at
Virginia Polytechnic Institute, have been 
given silver awards for 27 years of
faculty service each in the business ad­
ministration department. The awards 
were given by the local chapter of Alpha 
Kappa Psi, national professional com­
merce fraternity.
Summer Improvements 
The main project underway this sum­
mer is the construction of a new fac­
ulty apartment on college street east of 
the campus. This unit is to cost in the 
area of $40,000 and will have four mod­
ern apartments which can be used for 
marrie<l or single people. It is of brick 
construction and Nielsen Construction 
Company of Harrisonburg has provided 
the plans and is constructing the build­
ing. It is to be completed by Novem­
ber. 
This building will be constructed from 
endowment funds as an investment since 
it will be income producing. It will in 
no wise affect the program of the cam­
paign for a health and physical educa­
tion building. 
Other summer improvements include 
the re-roofing of Wardo Hall, Yount 
Hall, the home economics practice house, 
and replacing the entrance to Cole Hall. 
Cole Hall is also being redecorated. 
Changes Of Address 
vVhen alumni move it would be great­
ly appreciated if a card addressed to 
the alumni office would advise about the 
new address. From time to time an 
alumnus will write in or comment that 
no Newsette has been reaching him 
from the college. 
After each non first-class mailing, a 
sizable stack of material is returned to 
the alumni office marked "moved," 
"wrong address," "no longer at this ad­
dress," etc. Thus, some 500 Bridge­
water, 900 Daleville, and 800 Blue Ridge 
alumni are in the unknown file. The 
alumni office attempts to keep all alumni 
on the known mailing list for the 
Newsette and other mailings from the 
college. 
The cooperation of all alumni is 
solicited in helping to keep addresses 
correct. 
Rev. '43 and Mrs. '45 Garnett E. 
Phibbs have located at Champaign, Ill., 
where Garnett is pastor of the Church 
of the Brethren. Garnett h;1s been a 
student at Yale Divinity School for the 
past three years and has served as stu­
dent pastor of the Killingworth Con­
gregational Church. 
Homecoming 
Put down October 29 in your date 
book. This is Homecoming at 
Bridgewater. Football game with 
Hampden-Sydney will be the main 
event, with many campus hospitality 
features. Meet old friends at Bridge­
water on October 29. 
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DR. MARSHALL WOLFE D1i. Gus-rAv ENss 
Drs. Wolfe and Enss Reach Retirement 
Bridgewater Bequests 
The college recently received $462.00 
from a bequest in the estate of Flor­
ence Englar Cookson '86x of Carroll 
Ccunty, Maryland, who died in the sum­
mer of 1954. Mrs. Cookson in her life­
time delightfully chatted about her girl­
hood days on the small Bridgewater 
campus in the 1885-1886 session. 
Strickler Will 
The late Harry Strickler '02 of Luray 
who died in June has remembered his 
:,]m:, matf'r in his will to the extent of 
$1,000.00 according to a newspaper story 
in the Harrisonburg Daily News Record 
dated July 18. He was the husband of 
Virginia Garber Cole Strickler, Bridge­
water benefactress who died in 1953. 
Mr. Strickler was a. former mayor of 
Luray where he practiced law for many 
years. 
Lauree Hersch '55 has accepted a 
position as youth field worker for the 
Central Region of the Church of the 
Brethren and is now located at North 
Manchester, Ind. 
Thurmon T. Grossnickle '43x has been 
awarded the Doctor of Philosophy de­
gree in organic chemistry. Until Oc­
tober Thurmon will be at the Univer­
sity of Rochester where he has had a 
post-doctorate fellowship. He has found 
time to sing in the Eastham School of 
Music Chorus which gave summer ren­
ditions of "Carmen" and "The Barber 
of Seville." 
Leona Schmick Perry '37 has been 
appointed temporary assistant home 
demonstration agent for Carroll County, 
Maryland. She is a candidate · for her 
M.S. degree in clothing and textiles at
the University of Maryland.
Mr. '51 and Mrs. '45 E. H. Callahan 
are now living at Beckley, W. Va. 
Elbridge represents several furniture 
firms : as a salesman in. ·the southern 
West Virginia area. 
Dr. Marshall Wolfe '22BR and Dr. 
Gustav Enss reached the age of retire­
ment as Bridgewater professors at the 
end of the 1954-55 session. 
Dr. Wolfe has been teachir,g at 
Bridgewater in the Bible department 
since 1937. Prior to that he taught at 
Blue Ridge College. Bethany Biblical 
Seminary, where he got his B.D. degree 
in 1924, awarded him an honorary Doc­
tor of Divinity degree in 1948. He is a 
highly regarded minister in the Church 
of the Brethren, having been elected to 
the ministry 45 years ago. For his 
service to Brethren colleges he was cited 
anll given a special certificate a.t t11e 
Grand Rapids Conference of the Church 
of the Brethren in June. At the same 
conference, Dr. Wolfe was elected as 
the Church of the Brethren representa­
tive to the American Bible Society. 
Dr. vVolfe plans to preach on occasion 
and follow his hobby of repairing fine 
furniture. Dr. and Mrs. vVolfe will 
continue to live in Bridgewater. 
Dr. Enss has taught at Bridgewater 
since 1947 in the field of philosophy 
and German. He has been highly re­
garded as a teacher. Several of his 
students have been inspired to secure 
doctorate degrees in philosophy. Born 
in Russia, he has had a varied career. 
For a while he attended school in Ger­
many. He has also lived in England 
where he met the present Mrs. Enss. 
In the United States he attended the 
Universities of Chicago, Michigan, and 
Northwestern. 
Dr. Enss has served as pastor of 
churches and had taught in several col­
leges before coming to Bridgewater to 
round out his teaching career. He holds 
- a Doctor of Theology degree from
Southwestern Baptist Seminary in Fort 
\i\Torth. He is a member of a number 
of learned societies and has been a very 
successful debate coach at Bridgewater. 
Dr. and Mrs. Enss are Jiving in their 
home near Bridgewater which they have 
built. He will continue his scholarly in­
terests and attend to his well-kept vege­
table and flower garden. 
